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“Kenya’s colonial past is not just history - it’s still embedded in ”
national politics, county laws, school curriculum, street designs,
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Education Elections Legislation Society

Although the country gained independence in 1963, several colonial systems and legacies



Education

Kenya's Competency-Based Curriculum (CBC), rolled out since 2017 and
refined through 2024

It supposed to prioritize skills over rote learning

Critics argue it retains colonial-area traces (Heavily references European
thinkers sidelining African philosophies)

English still the official language of instruction (English competency
valued and set as a standard)

GenZs encode information in the language they better understand
(critics calling a re-think in considering incorporating GenZs language as
Curriculum for instruction)

Critics note persistent inequalities, like tiered access favoring elites, akin
to pre-independence racial segregation in schools.
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What if Kenya set sheng/Kiswabhili as the official language of instruction?
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~ Youth view: "Gen Z sees tribal voting as coloni i 2ject ethnic bargaining.




Legislation/Governance

Over 60% of Kenya's current legal codes originate in
colonial ordinances (pre-1963) — Ministry of Justice, 2021
Audit.

Penal Code (Cap 63) and Public Order Act (Cap 56) still use
1948 colonial definitions of “idle persons” and “unlawful
assembly.” ' ‘;Q

Devolution reproduced these frameworks through county-
level by-laws, not reinterpretation.

“Kenya's counties govern with inherited tools of control rather than instruments of
liberation.” - Mutua M. (2023, The Conversation).
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Legislation/Governance

Mombasa County: Vagrancy & Policing Laws from 1925
(Modern form: Mombasa County Public Nuisance Act 2016,
Sec. 9 - penalizes “being idle or disorderly.”)

Kisumu County Alcoholic Drinks Control Act 2014 uses
unchanged licensing categories (hotel, club, “native brew &
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Kiambu County: Building Bylaws from 1948 Town Codes

“Kenya's counties govern with inherited tools of control rather than instruments of
liberation.” - Mutua M. (2023, The Conversation).
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Although the country gained independence in 1963, several colonial systems and legacies



Conservation 'wildlife over people'—same 1930s evictions, modern safari branding."




power to accoun
lobbying and mobilization)

“Every generation must out of relative obscurity discover its mission—fulfil it or betray it.”
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decolonization progress?

Name ONE colonial trace in your daily work/life. How will

YOU dismantle it?
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